A fine investment  by Pickering, Simon
Editorial 
fine 
If further evidence was needed of the growing commercial success of the compound semiconductor industry, it is 
surely seen in the shape of the increasing interest from the investment community. A growing number of stockbro- 
ker firms have not only initiated coverage of firms in the industry, but are also listing them among their top buys. 
T he interest from the financial sector underlines the current success that firms are enjoying, as well as the growing awareness of the compound semi- 
conductor industry outside its own narrow confines. 
Such recognition is crucially important to attract the lev- 
els of capital required to sustain the growth and innova- 
tion that will form the bedrock of future success. 
This issue of raising awareness should not be under- 
stated. While a broader understanding of compound 
semiconductors is developing, misconceptions are still 
prevalent and can hamper progress.Too often outsiders 
such as the financial community still bundle them to- 
gether with their Si counterparts, a particular problem at 
the moment when the media is full of stories on that 
sector’s downturn, while the distinction between differ- 
ent products and technologies remains hazy. Ideally, 
these awareness issues should be tackled with cross-in- 
dustry co-operation. A united voice will not only be 
heard louder and more clearly, but should also work out 
to be a more cost effective approach. 
And nor should the idea of industry co-operation be 
limited solely to promotion purp0ses.A debate is already 
emerging on the need for a ‘roadmap’ for the compound 
semiconductor industry, an area where the USA’s 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NET) is 
taking a lead (see for example www.eeel.nist.gov/ 
812/itrcs.html).While a roadmap’s fundamental purpose 
would be to direct technological development, it could 
also play an important role in associated areas such as 
promotion. 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who took the 
time to complete our Reader’s Survey.The response was 
excellent and has yielded a great deal of information 
with which we plan to further improve the magazine. 
Congratulations to T. Bruggeman of Bronkhorst High- 
Tech BV (Ruurlo,The Netherlands) who won the prize 
draw for the Sharp ZQ-650. 
Simon Pickering 
Editor 
Ill-Vs Review-Covering advanced semiconductors worldwide 
http:/lwww.elseviersom/locateliiivsrev 
Editor: Simon Pickering 
Tel: 144 (0)1865 843722 Fax: +44 (0)1865 843971 E-mail: s.pickeringQelsevier.co.uk 
Assistant Editor: Caroline Edser 
Tel: +44 (0)1865 843670 Fax: +44 (0)1865 843971 E-mail: c.edserQelsevier.co.uk 
Associate Editor: Roy Szweda 
E-mail: rszwedaQdial.pipex.com 
North American Consulting Editor: Ruth Delule 
Managing Editor: Amanda Weaver 
Advertising Sales Manager & Reprints: Mervyn Patterson 
Tel: +44 (0)1747 855348. Fax: +44 (0)1747 851004 E-mail: l00760.1721Qcompuserve.com 
Marketing: Sarah Sydney-Smith Tel: +44 (0)1865 843825 
Published six times a year 
Elsevier Advanced Technology, The Boulevard, tangford Lane, Kidlington, Oxford, OX5 1 AS, UK. 
Subscription enquiries, orders and payments: 
For customers residing in the Americas (North, South and Central America) 
Elsevier Science, Customer Support Department, PO Box 945, 
New York NY 10010, USA 
Tel: +I 212-633-3730 [Toll Free number for North American customers: I-800-4E>-INFO (437. 
4636)] Fax: +l 2 12-633-3680, E-mail: usinfo-fQelsevier.com 
For customers in the Rest of the World: 
Elsevier Science, Customer Support Dept. 
PO Box 2 11, 1000 AE Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 20.4853757 Fax: ~31 20-4853432 E-mail: nlinfo-fQelsevier.ni 
Subscriptions: Annual subscription (six issues) NLG421/U5$214/E130/E191. Price valid to end of 
1999 and includes airmail delivery in Europe and airspeeded delivery elsewhere. 
& A member of the Reed Elsevier plc group 
Periodicals postage paid at Rahway, NJ. Ill-V’s Review is published six times a year. Postmaster send 
ail address corrections to Ill-V’s Review, c/o Elsevier Science Regional Sales Office, Customer Support 
Department, 655 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10010. 
The opinions expressed by individuals in this publication are not necessarily those of 
Elsevier, who shall not be held responsible for them.All trademarks acknowledged. 
Printed by: Friary Press Ltd. 
Journal Number: 02076 ISSN 0961-1290 
0 1999 Elsevier Science Ltd.All rights reserved. 
This journal and the individual contributions contained in it are protected under copyright by Elsevier 
Science Ltd. and the following terms and conditions apply to their use: 
Photocopying 
Single photocopies of single articles may be made for personal use as allowed by national copyright 
laws. Permission of the publisher and payment of a fee is required for all other photocopying, includ- 
ing multiple or systematic copying, copying for advertising or promotional purposes, resale, and all 
forms of document delivery. Special rates are available for educational institutions that wish to make 
photocopies for non-profit educational classroom use. 
Permissions may be sought directly from Elsevier Science Rights & Permissions Department, PO Box 
800, Oxford OX5 IDX, UK; tel: +44 (0)1865 843830, fax: +44 (0)1865 853333, e-mail: permis- 
sions@elsevier,co.uk. You may also contact Rights & Permissions directly through Elsevier’s home 
page (http://www.elseviernl), selecting first ‘Customer Support’, then ‘General Information’, then 
‘Permissions Query Form’. 
In the USA, users may clear permissions and make payments through the Copyright Clearance Center, 
Inc. 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA; tel: 978 7508400, fax: +l 978 7504744, and in 
the UK through the Copyright licensing Agency Rapid Clearance Service (CLARCS), 90 Tottenham 
Court Road, LondonWlP OLP, UK; tel: +44 (0) 171 436 5931;fax: +44 (0)171 436 3986. Othercoun- 
tries may have a local reprographic rights agency for payments. 
Derivative Works 
Subscribers may reproduce tables of contents or prepare lists of alticles including abstracts for inter- 
nal circulation within their institutions. Permission of the publisher is required for resale or distribution 
outside the institution. 
Permission of the publisher is required for all other derivative works, including compilations and translations. 
Electronic Storage or Usage 
Permission of the publisher is required to store or use electronically any material contained in this 
journal, including any article or part of an article. Contact the publisher at the address indicated. 
Except as outlined above, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without prior written permission of the publisher. 
Address permissions requests to: Elsevier Science Rights & Permissions Department, at the mail, fax 
and e-mail addresses noted above. 
Notice 
No responsibility is assumed by the Publisher for any injury and/or damage to persons or property as a 
matter of products liability, negligence or otherwise, or from any use or operation of any methods, 
products, instructions or ideas contained in the material herein. Because of rapid advances in the 
medical sciences, in particular, independent verification of diagnoses and drug dosages should be made. 
Although all advertising material is expected to conform to ethical (medical) standards, mclusion in 
this publication does not constitute a guarantee or endorsement of the quality or value of such prod- 
uct or of the claims made of it by its manufacturer. 
Ill-Vs Review *Vol.12 No. 4 1999 
2 
0961-l 290/99/$ - see front matter 0 1999 
Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved. 
